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Legislative Decree No. (14) 1973 regarding the Regulation of Advertisement


We, Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa, Emir of the State of Bahrain. 
Having reviewed the Emiri Decree No. (3) of 1971 regarding the Administrative Reorganization of the State; And upon the submission of the Minister of Municipalities and Agriculture; And after the approval of the Council of Ministers; 
Hereby Decree the following Law: 
Article -1- 
The term "advertisement" in applying the provisions of this Law refers to any means intended to inform the public about a commodity or a purpose, whether this means is through intention, in writing, drawing, symbol, or sound. 
Article -2- 
Advertisements shall be in the Arabic language, and it is permissible to include a foreign language in addition to Arabic, and the license number shall be affixed to the advertisement in writing. 
Article -3- 
Advertisements cannot be conducted directly without obtaining a license from the Ministry of Municipalities and Agriculture. The executive decisions issued by the Ministry of Municipalities and Agriculture clarify the procedures for submitting advertising license applications, their conditions, examination, decision-making, and fees for granting and renewing them.  Granting the license does not entail any responsibility for what it allows. 
Article -4- 
The Minister of Municipalities and Agriculture may, by decision, exempt certain specific types of advertisements from the conditions for obtaining a license. 
Article -5- 
The Minister of Municipalities and Agriculture shall establish a committee of relevant authorities responsible for the implementation of the provisions of this Law and the executive decisions and regulations thereof. 
Article -6- 
Prior approval must be obtained from the competent authority referred to in the previous article regarding the subject of the advertisement itself. 
Article -7- 
Advertisements shall be in harmony and serve the beautification of the area in which they will be placed, and they must not conflict with traffic, public security, public morals, or religious beliefs. 
Article -8- 
The advertising license is personal and may not be transferred or assigned to others except after obtaining prior approval from the Ministry of Municipalities and Agriculture. 
The license shall be valid for the specified period, not exceeding one year, and it may be renewed thereafter. 
Article -9- 
The licensee of the advertisement shall carry out the maintenance work specified by the Ministry of Municipalities and Agriculture within fifteen days from the date of written notification. 
Article -10- 
The Ministry of Municipalities and Agriculture shall have the authority to inspect advertisements and remove what it deems to be in violation of the provisions of this Law and its executive decisions, after at least fifteen days from the date of written notification. 
Article -11- 
The removal of the advertisement shall be carried out through the administrative process referred to in the previous article, and the violator shall bear the expenses of removal. No claims shall be demanded from the Ministry for any damage caused to the advertisement or devices or otherwise. 
Article -12- 
Direct advertising is prohibited on the following: 
A- Places of worship and historical buildings, including the surrounding walls. 
B- Public buildings or parts of buildings designated for public services. 
C- Monuments and their bases erected on land designated for public benefit, promenades, sidewalks, and trees. 
D- Asphalt of streets. 
E- Roundabouts and street islands or their intersections. 
Article -13- 
With the approval of the Ministry of Municipalities and Agriculture and the relevant parties, advertising may be conducted on the following: 
A- Residential buildings and private properties and their walls. 
B- Non-urban road sides, provided that the advertisement is at least five metres away from the sidewalk edge. 
Article -14- 
The license for advertising shall be granted when the advertisement complies with the conditions and provisions of this Law and its implementing decisions. The competent authority may refuse the advertising license for reasons related to the city's appearance or coordination, the character of the area, traffic regulation, public safety, public morals, or religious beliefs.  Those whose applications are rejected may appeal the rejection decision within fifteen days from the date of notification before the judiciary.  The court's decision shall be final and not subject to any form of appeal. 
Article -15- 
Every advertiser operating under the provisions of this Law shall submit an application to the Ministry of Municipalities and Agriculture to obtain the necessary license within six months from the effective date of this Law. 
Article -16- 
Whoever initiates or allows the publication of any advertisement for their own benefit, contrary to the conditions and provisions stipulated in this Law and its implementing decisions, shall be punished with a fine not exceeding one hundred dinars. In the event of their continued violation after the issuance of a judgement against them, they shall be punished with a fine of one dinar for each day the advertisement remains in non-compliance. 
Article -17- 
Whoever removes, breaks, rips, tears, or defaces a licensed advertisement shall be punished with a fine not exceeding 50 dinars. 
Article -18- 
The Minister of Municipalities and Agriculture shall implement this Law and issue its implementing decisions, and it shall come into force from the date of its publication in the Official Gazette. 
Emir of the State of Bahrain 
Isa bin Salman Al Khalifa 
Issued at Riffa Palace 
On 8 Rajab 1393 A.H. 
Corresponding to 7 August 1973 
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