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Decision No. (15) of 2017 establishing and forming the National Committee for Geospatial Information Governance and Defining its Work System 


Prime Minister: 
Having reviewed Legislative Decree No.(7) of 1977 regarding Statistics and Census; 
Legislative Decree No.(9) of 1984 regarding the Central Population Registry, amended by Law No.(45) of 2006; 
Decree No. (69) of 2015 on the Establishment of the Information and e-Government Authority; 
Decree No. (57) of 2016 on the Subordination and Organization of Information and e-Government; 
Decision No. (3) of 2004 establishing and forming the National Committee for Geographic Information Systems; 
Decision No. (25) of 2005 establishing and forming the Supreme Committee for Information and Communication Technology; 
Decision No. (1) of 2011 regarding the Information and Communication Technology Governance Committee in Government Entities, amended by Decision No. (1) of 2016; 
Decision No. (13) of 2013 regarding the adoption of the Government Institutions’ Governance Guide and the Executive Programme for Implementation; 
Decision No. (4) of 2015 restructuring the Supreme Committee for Information and Communication Technology and Determining its Competencies; 
And the Decision of the Ministerial Committee for Reconstruction and Infrastructure No. (3-2017/80); 
And after the approval of the Council of Ministers, 
Hereby Decides: 
Article One 
A committee called the (National Committee for Geospatial Information Governance) shall be established, referred to in this Decision as the (Committee) and it shall be formed under the presidency of the Chief Executive Officer of the Information and e-Government Authority with the membership of: 
1- Representative of the Information and e-Government Authority. 
2- Representative of the Electricity and Water Authority. 
3- Representative of the Ministry of Works, Municipalities Affairs and Urban Planning - General Directorate of Urban Planning. 
4- Representative of the Ministry of Works, Municipalities Affairs and Urban Planning - Municipalities Affairs. 
5- Representative of the Survey and Land Registration Bureau - General Directorate of Real Estates Registration. 
6- Representative of the Survey and Land Registration Bureau - General Directorate of Resources and Information Systems. 
7- Representative of the Survey and Land Registration Bureau - General Directorate of Survey. 
8- Representative of the Telecommunications Regulatory Authority. 
9- Representative of the National Oil and Gas Authority. 
10- Representative of the Ministry of Transportation and Telecommunications. 
11- Representative of the Supreme Council for Environment. 
12- Representative of the Ministry of Housing. 
13- Director of the Geographic Information Systems Administration, Information and e-Government Authority. 
14- Head of the Central Planning Office, Ministry of Works, Municipalities Affairs and Urban Planning. 
Each authority mentioned above shall determine its representative in the Committee, provided that the representation level is not below the rank of an Assistant Undersecretary or equivalent. The Director of the Geographic Information Systems Administration at the Information and e-Government Authority and the Head of the Central Planning Office at the Ministry of Works, Municipalities Affairs and Urban Planning shall be exempted from this requirement. 
The committee shall select a deputy for the president from among its members in its first meeting and shall delegate the president's authorities, in case of his absence, to him. 
Article Two 
The term of office of the Committee shall be three years, renewable. In the event of any member's position becoming vacant for any reason, a representative from the same entity shall replace him based on its nomination. The new member shall complete the remaining term of his predecessor. 
In its first meeting, the Committee shall select a Rapporteur and a working group to undertake all administrative and executive procedures of the Committee. 
Article Three 
The Committee shall be competent for the following tasks: 
1- Proposing policies and national strategic plans for the development of the geospatial information sector and then submitting them to the Ministerial Committee for Reconstruction and Infrastructure. 
2- Developing specifications and standards related to geospatial information. 
3- Identifying the responsibility and ownership of each authority for basic information, coordinating data collection to preserve its quality and accuracy, ensuring updates, and avoiding duplication. 
4- Developing policies and procedures regarding the sharing and cost of geospatial information. 
5- Ensuring the security of systems and data. 
6- Ensuring interoperability and open standards to access the best international practices. 
7- Facilitating and enhancing capacity building and knowledge sharing. 
8- Consulting all relevant parties regarding geospatial information. 
9- Utilizing geospatial information to make appropriate decisions and increase the efficiency of various ministries, authorities, and public and private institutions in the Kingdom. 
10- Advancing coordination between projects and obtaining all relevant hardware, systems, and software related to geospatial information to avoid duplication of work and reduce costs through unified procurement and joint contracting. 
Article Four 
For the Committee to fulfil its tasks mentioned in the preceding Article, it shall adhere to the principles of governance stipulated in Prime Minister's Decision No. (13) of 2013 regarding the adoption of the Government Institutions’ Governance Guide and the Executive Programme for Implementation. 
Article Five 
The Committee shall hold its meetings at the Information and e-Government Authority once a month or whenever necessary, upon the invitation of its president or his deputy. The Committee's meeting shall be valid in the presence of the majority of its members, including the president or his deputy. 
The Committee shall issue its decisions and recommendations by a majority vote of the members present, and in case of a tie, the side to which the president belongs shall prevail. 
Article Six 
The Committee may seek the assistance of individuals deemed appropriate due to their expertise and specialization and may invite them to attend its meetings to discuss them and listen to their views, or to provide it with the information it deems necessary to carry out its competences, without granting them the right to vote. The Committee may also form teams of experts and consultants or specialized technical or administrative committees to study and implement the tasks assigned to them by the Committee. This shall be done within the framework of the Committee's role and responsibilities as stipulated in this Decision, and in a manner that contributes to achieving the Committee's goals and objectives. 
Article Seven 
The Committee shall submit a quarterly report on the results of its work and recommendations to the Ministerial Committee for Reconstruction and Infrastructure. 
Article Eight 
The Decision No. (3) of 2004 establishing and forming the National Committee for Geographic Information Systems shall be repealed. 
Article Nine 
The concerned authorities - each within its jurisdiction - shall implement this Decision, and it shall come into force from the day following the date of its publication in the Official Gazette. 
Prime Minister 
Khalifa bin Salman Al Khalifa 
Issued on: 2 Dhu Al-Hijjah 1438 A.H. 
Corresponding to: 24 August 2017 
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